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What	tool	do	you	use	to	cut	laminate	sheets.	Can	you	cut	laminate	sheets.

Home	-	Diy	Arborite	is	an	inexpensive	and	highly	durable	solution	for	countertops.	Arborite	is	the	stuff	most	of	the	countertops	of	the	1970’s	were	made	of,	and	many	of	those	counters	still	exist	in	solid	shape	today,	despite	the	fact	that	the	older	patterns	are	outdated.	It’s	tough	stuff,	but	in	its	inlaid	form	is	terribly	brittle	and	susceptible	to	chipping
during	cutting.	Things	You	Will	Need	+	Jigsaw	or	circular	saw	Plywood	Masking	tape	Use	a	jigsaw	or	circular	saw	with	a	fine	tooth	blade.	The	smaller	the	tooth,	the	less	likely	you	are	to	snag	the	brittle	Arborite,	rendering	your	cut	useless.	Where	possible	I	recommend	the	jigsaw.	Jigsaws	give	you	the	freedom	of	cutting	your	Arborite	to	fit	things	such
as	your	sink	hole	perfectly.	If	you	are	cutting	straight	lines,	however,	a	circular	saw,	or	table	saw	will	often	do	the	job	best.	In	either	case,	the	saw	blade	choice	is	crucial	to	a	clean	cut	without	chipping.	Use	masking	tape	to	true	your	straight	lines	for	cutting.	It	will	give	the	remaining	Arborite	a	reason	to	separate	from	the	masked	area	and	it	will	give
you	an	easy	to	follow	line	for	your	cuts.	It’s	best	to	mask	the	printed	side,	as	that	is	the	piece	most	important	to	make	chip	free.	Take	the	time	to	mask.	Your	new	counter	surface	will	thank	you	for	your	careful	diligence	through	many	years	to	come.	Let	the	saw	do	the	work.	Our	tendency	when	working	with	power	equipment	is	to	push	hard,	so	that	we
get	the	most	cut	per	second	with	our	saw.	With	Arborite,	however,	that	can	be	a	costly	mistake.	Take	your	time.	Cut	slowly	and	be	patient	about	the	cut.	The	most	important	rule	of	thumb	in	working	with	power	tools	to	complete	a	home	renovation	is	this:	If	you	rush	the	job,	it	will	look	like	a	rush	job.	Use	plywood	when	making	all	of	your	cuts,	no
matter	how	small.	The	most	important	piece	in	the	equation	when	cutting	Arborite	neatly,	without	chipping,	is	to	lay	it	flat	against	a	piece	of	plywood	while	cutting	through	the	Arborite	and	the	plywood.	If	you	are	cutting	a	hole,	such	as	for	a	sink,	drill	a	hole	in	the	portion	that	will	be	unused	and	then	use	your	jigsaw	to	get	to	the	edges	of	the	hole	for
the	trip	around	the	hole.	Place	your	plywood	edge	wherever	you	will	start	the	cut,	and	make	sure	to	always	have	plywood	as	part	of	your	cut.	The	moment	you	try	to	cut	a	section	of	any	size	without	a	plywood	backing,	you	run	the	risk	of	ruining	your	entire	piece	of	Arborite.	The	Drip	Cap	Arborite	is	an	inexpensive	and	highly	durable	solution	for
countertops.	Where	possible	I	recommend	the	jigsaw.	Your	new	counter	surface	will	thank	you	for	your	careful	diligence	through	many	years	to	come.	The	most	important	rule	of	thumb	in	working	with	power	tools	to	complete	a	home	renovation	is	this:	If	you	rush	the	job,	it	will	look	like	a	rush	job.	The	most	important	piece	in	the	equation	when
cutting	Arborite	neatly,	without	chipping,	is	to	lay	it	flat	against	a	piece	of	plywood	while	cutting	through	the	Arborite	and	the	plywood.	Learn	how	to	cut	and	install	laminate	sheets	yourself!	Laminate	sheets	are	easy	to	attach	to	plywood	for	a	quick	countertop	solution!	Laminate	sheets	are	an	inexpensive	way	to	add	a	tough,	waterproof	surface	to
your	countertops	and	table	tops.	I'll	walk	you	through	the	process	of	how	I	laminated	my	Kreg	workbench	top	so	it	can	handle	all	the	abuse	from	building,	painting	and	sanding	my	woodworking	projects.	This	post	contains	affiliate	links	for	your	convenience.	Purchases	made	through	these	links	may	earn	me	a	small	commission	at	no	additional	cost	to
you.	Please	visit	my	disclosures	page	for	more	information.	You	may	have	seen	this	beat	up	top	in	some	of	my	"in	progress"	photos.	It's	a	material	similar	to	whiteboard	that	I	glued	to	an	old	door	that	serves	as	my	workbench.	I	DO	NOT	recommend	it	for	covering	a	work	surface!	I	chose	this	material	because	it	was	really	cheap	(around	$15	for	a	4'x8'
sheet)	and	white	shows	up	better	for	photos.	While	it	worked	out	great	for	covering	the	dark	wood	paneled	walls	behind	my	lumber	rack,	it	can't	stand	up	to	the	abuse	of	building	furniture	every	day!	It	shows	every	scratch	and	cut,	and	worst	of	all,	it	absorbs	moisture	and	expands	to	create	an	uneven	work	surface.	I	got	tired	of	editing	out	the	worst
spots	in	Photoshop,	so	it's	time	to	give	my	workbench	a	makeover.	Consider	this	a	practice	run	for	when	I	finally	get	tired	of	my	contact	paper	kitchen	countertops	and	install	new	laminate	instead!	Check	out	more	DIY	countertop	ideas	here!	Materials	Needed	for	Installing	Laminate	Sheets	Don't	forget	your	safety	gear	when	woodworking!	Here	are
my	recommendations	for	safety	glasses	and	ear	protection.	No	excuses!	How	to	Cut	Laminate	SheetsMeasure	your	countertop	(and	double	check	those	measurements!)	before	you	start	cutting.	You	should	add	½"	to	both	the	length	and	the	width,	which	will	be	trimmed	to	size	with	a	router	later	on.Score	and	Snap	MethodIf	you	only	need	to	make	a
few	cuts,	you	can	get	away	with	using	a	utility	knife	and	drywall	square	instead	of	a	saw.	Use	the	same	score-and-snap	method	I	used	for	cutting	acrylic	sheets.But	using	a	saw	is	faster	and	results	in	a	cleaner	cut,	so	that's	the	method	I	used	for	cutting	this	laminate	sheet	to	size.Power	Saw	MethodMark	the	ends	of	the	cut	line	with	a	dry	erase	marker
(it	wipes	off	easily),	then	apply	a	strip	of	painter's	tape	from	edge	to	edge	along	the	cut	line.	This	will	prevent	chipping	on	the	finished	surface.	I	forgot	to	do	this,	and	there	are	tiny	imperfections	in	the	cut	edge.	Luckily,	this	is	for	my	workshop,	not	a	kitchen	countertop!I	decided	to	use	a	track	saw	instead	of	the	table	saw,	since	working	with	large
sheets	can	be	tricky	in	my	small	workshop.	Use	foam	insulation	panels	to	support	the	laminate	sheet	and	prevent	the	blade	from	cutting	through	the	workbench.	Clamp	everything	down	so	it	doesn't	move	as	you	cut.Start	by	cutting	off	the	excess	length.	Line	up	the	track	or	circular	saw	jig	with	the	cut	line,	and	carefully	cut	the	laminate	sheet	down	to
size.Then	cut	the	laminate	sheet	to	the	desired	width.	My	workbench	is	just	shy	of	two	feet	wide,	so	I	was	able	to	cut	this	piece	down	the	middle	and	save	the	other	half	for	when	I	inevitably	destroy	the	first	one!How	to	Install	Laminate	SheetsSand	and	Clean	the	SurfaceThe	laminate	sheet	will	show	any	imperfections	in	the	surface	below,	so	now	is
the	time	to	give	it	a	good	sanding	and	cleaning.	In	my	case,	I	just	flipped	my	workbench	top	over	to	expose	the	original	brown	door	with	assorted	paint	splatters.Fill	any	holes	and	cracks	with	wood	putty,	then	sand	the	surface	smooth.	This	shallow	cut	from	my	early	woodworking	days	went	straight	through	the	middle	of	the	door!	Oops!	Remove	any
dust	with	a	vacuum	or	tack	cloth.Attach	the	edges	firstIf	this	were	a	countertop,	you	would	cut	a	strip	of	laminate	to	the	thickness	of	the	countertop	and	attach	those	first.	Since	this	is	a	workbench	and	the	old	door	has	hinge	cutouts	and	doorknob	holes	in	the	sides,	I	skipped	this	step.Contact	cement	is	really	stinky	stuff,	so	make	sure	you	work	in	a
well	ventilated	area	and	follow	all	the	safety	instructions	on	the	can.	Stir	the	can	to	mix	up	any	solids	that	may	have	sunk	to	the	bottom.	Then	use	that	stir	stick	to	scoop	the	contact	cement	onto	the	back	of	the	laminate	sheet.A	foam	paint	roller	helps	to	distribute	the	contact	cement	evenly	over	the	surface	quickly.	Once	you've	coated	the	back	of	the
laminate	sheet,	move	it	aside	and	apply	contact	cement	to	the	countertop	the	same	way.This	part	may	seem	counter	intuitive,	but	you	need	to	let	both	sides	dry	completely	before	attaching	them	together.	It	should	take	10-15	minutes,	and	you	can	see	the	difference	between	the	wet	and	dry	sections	pretty	easily.Position	the	Laminate	Sheet	with
DowelsOnce	the	two	sides	make	contact,	they're	permanently	bonded	together	(hence	the	name	contact	cement!)	But	it	won't	stick	to	anything	else,	so	you	can	lay	the	sheet	on	top	of	wooden	dowels	and	roll	it	around	until	you	get	it	exactly	where	you	want	it!Space	out	the	dowels	every	8-12	inches	along	the	countertop	surface.	I	had	these	narrow
rods	in	the	workshop,	but	bigger	ones	like	the	center	dowel	would	work	better.Place	the	laminate	sheet	on	top	of	the	dowels,	and	roll	them	around	to	adjust	the	positioning	until	it	overhangs	slightly	on	all	sides.	Then	pull	out	the	center	dowel	and	press	down	firmly.Work	your	way	to	the	ends,	pulling	out	the	dowels	and	pressing	the	laminate	down.
Avoid	creating	air	bubbles	by	pressing	from	the	middle	towards	the	open	ends.Once	the	entire	surface	is	covered,	use	a	J-roller	to	apply	firm	pressure	and	create	a	strong	bond.Whew!	The	nerve	wracking	part	is	over,	and	my	workbench	is	already	looking	a	million	times	better!Trim	the	Excess	with	a	RouterIt	would	be	nearly	impossible	to	get	the
edges	lined	up	perfectly,	especially	if	this	is	your	first	time	installing	laminate.	That's	why	I	recommend	you	cut	the	sheet	a	little	bit	bigger	than	necessary	and	using	a	router	to	trim	it	exactly	to	size.Normally	you	would	use	a	straight	trim	bit,	but	I	already	had	a	roundover	bit	in	my	trim	router	and	I	wanted	to	start	using	the	workbench	on	my	next
project	right	away!	I	set	the	depth	to	⅛",	so	it	would	only	cut	the	laminate	sheet.My	laziness	paid	off!	The	curve	of	the	roundover	bit	actually	softened	the	sharp	edge	of	the	laminate	just	enough	that	I	didn't	need	to	file	or	sand	it	down	at	all.	I	would	still	recommend	using	a	straight	trim	bit	for	a	kitchen	or	bathroom	countertop	with	two	laminated
edges	that	meet	at	a	90	degree	angle,	though.Sand	or	File	the	EdgesUse	a	file	or	sanding	block	to	knock	off	any	sharp	corners	or	fuzzy	underlayment	left	behind	by	the	router	bit.I	can't	believe	I've	put	off	this	project	for	so	long!	It	only	took	an	hour	or	so	to	install	this	laminate	sheet,	and	it	looks	sooooo	much	better	now!	Here's	the	before...and
after!The	laminate	surface	doesn't	absorb	wood	glue	and	paint	spills	like	the	old	one	did,	and	it's	much	more	resistant	to	scratches	and	scrapes.The	smooth	surface	is	also	better	for	an	outfeed	table,	when	you	want	the	wood	to	slide	forward	easily.Now	I	want	to	laminate	all.the.things!	I	have	plans	to	make	a	table	saw	stand	with	an	extension	on	the
side,	and	I'll	be	using	the	scrap	laminate	sheet	from	this	project	for	the	top.	Stay	tuned!	

18/07/2022	·	There	looked	like	there	should	be	room	for	another	cubbie	under	the	existing	ones	so	I	held	my	breath	and	started	cutting.	I	knew	that	there	was	a	possibility	that	there	would	be	something	using	that	space	that	might	prevent	it	from	being	used	as	a	cubbie.	...	the	drywall	guys	in	1987	were	happy	to	take	advantage	of	the	spaces	between
the	studs	...	3B	Surfaces,	High	Gloss	and	Matte	PET	Panels	|	Arborite	Laminate	|	Beadboard	|	FRP	-	Fiberglass	Reinforced	Plastic	|	Hardboard	|	MDF,	Sheet	Stock	|	MDO	(Medium	Density	Overlay)	|	Melamine	|	OSB	-	Oriented	Strand	Board	|	Particle	Board	|	Plywood	Hardwoods,	Domestic	and	Import	|	Plywood,	Exterior	Grade	|	SALT	Italian	Thermo-
Structured	Veneers	...	18/07/2022	·	There	looked	like	there	should	be	room	for	another	cubbie	under	the	existing	ones	so	I	held	my	breath	and	started	cutting.	I	knew	that	there	was	a	possibility	that	there	would	be	something	using	that	space	that	might	prevent	it	from	being	used	as	a	cubbie.	...	the	drywall	guys	in	1987	were	happy	to	take	advantage
of	the	spaces	between	the	studs	...	Laminates	come	in	large	sheets	for	cutting	down	to	size	to	fit	the	needs	of	the	project,	whether	it’s	a	kitchen	countertop	or	a	covering	for	a	desk	or	workspace.	...	Belanger	Laminates	Arborite	Laminate	Countertop	-	Arctic	Snow	-	Stain	Resistant	-	4-ft	L	x	25	1/2-in	D	x	1	1/4-in	T.	Laminates	come	in	large	sheets	for



cutting	down	to	size	to	fit	the	needs	of	the	project,	whether	it’s	a	kitchen	countertop	or	a	covering	for	a	desk	or	workspace.	...	Belanger	Laminates	Arborite	Laminate	Countertop	-	Arctic	Snow	-	Stain	Resistant	-	4-ft	L	x	25	1/2-in	D	x	1	1/4-in	T.	3B	Surfaces,	High	Gloss	and	Matte	PET	Panels	|	Arborite	Laminate	|	Beadboard	|	FRP	-	Fiberglass	Reinforced
Plastic	|	Hardboard	|	MDF,	Sheet	Stock	|	MDO	(Medium	Density	Overlay)	|	Melamine	|	OSB	-	Oriented	Strand	Board	|	Particle	Board	|	Plywood	Hardwoods,	Domestic	and	Import	|	Plywood,	Exterior	Grade	|	SALT	Italian	Thermo-Structured	Veneers	...
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